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Return to school 

Dear Parents
A new academic year is about to begin. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back our school family and new pupils who are joining us. This year has proved to be very interesting to date and the start to term is going to be a little different to recent years! I will attempt to outline our procedures through this interesting COVID-19 period that we find ourselves in, however if you require clarity on any aspect please email me directly, send a Dojo or call the school and between us we will walk you through the procedures. 

I want to reassure you that the safety of children, staff and their families is our absolute priority. 

In our planning for a return to school we have: 

• Used the Operational guidance for school and setting from the Autumn term version 3 from Welsh Government. You can access the guidance by clicking on this link
https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-autumn-term-covid-19
• Used the Local Authority documentation and guidance for producing Risk Assessments and planning for Health and Safety practices and provision. 

As a school we have used the guidance and risk assessment provided by the Local Authority and adapted them and updated them recently for our setting. Our risk assessment will be published on the school website for all parents to consider and determine whether they are sending their children to school. We believe that we have done everything within our power to reduce risk; however we are unable to eliminate risk or guarantee that we have created a risk-free environment. 

It is ultimately your choice as parents if you send your child back to school. If you choose not to send them during this period, you will not be penalised with fines, however you would need to complete a form ‘Electing to Home Educate,’ which we can forward to you. The reason for this is due to the fact the teachers will be planning and teaching the children on site and will not be preparing work to send home for digital online learning. Therefore you need to take full responsibility for educating your child. However, I strongly urge you to send your children back as we would like to see as many children as possible in school. Should the situation change in the future with increased cases of COVID-19 and we are advised by public health or the Government to close a class, Phase or the school for a set period of time learning will be transferred to digital learning and staff will again take the responsibility to provide the work for your child. (If there is an issue regarding laptop access or WiFi please contact me directly so we can provide resources for you.) 

Logistics for pupils to return to school: 

As of Monday 7th September all Y1 – Y6 pupils will be on site. Reception pupils will join us from Tuesday 8th September.

Breakfast club will now be starting on 7th September for all pre-booked pupils. This can be booked via ParentPay. The session costs £1 from 8.05am daily, unless your child qualifies for free school meals then this session is completely free. From 8.35am the session is free to all pupils. There will be a table allocated for each year group in the hall. Children are expected to sign in, then collect their breakfast, sit at their allocated table and remain there to complete table top activities until their class session begins when they will be escorted to their classrooms. Siblings will not be sitting together (or playing together, as we need to maintain year group bubbles). 

Each year group have been allocated a 10 minute drop off time. (Please see chart below). It is vital that children are here at these times so we can keep a steady flow of pupils arriving and to be able to socially distance parents dropping off and collecting. In order for us to maintain the social distancing requirements for adults, we will be implementing a staggered start and end times for the school day.  We will continue with the current one way system.  Siblings may be dropped off at their classroom doors at the same time.  We recommend that you use the earliest time for drop off and the latest time for pick up.
The start and end times will be: 

	Year 3&4

Dosbarth Blorenge
	Year 5&6

Dosbarth Snowdonia
	Foundation Phase

Dosbarth Cribyn

	Start: 8.45am
	Start: 8.55am
	Start: 9.05am

	End: 3.25pm
	End:3.15pm
	End: 3.05pm


Breaks and lunches will continue to be at the same time each day however, the KS2 playground has been divided into Y5/6, Y3/4, so therefore both classes can access the playground at the same time whilst not mixing with the other class. Please stress with your children that they cannot enter a different zone to check on or play with their sibling as they have to remain in the same bubble. Although they would not be affecting their siblings’ safety they would be compromising the safety of others in that group. Foundation Phase will use their own playground for all break and lunch playtimes.

The canteen will be providing a ‘Grab Bag’ for anyone that pre-books a meal and pays for it via ParentPay. This menu will be attached. You will see that the meals are very creative and two of the days include hot snacks. Foundation Phase eat in the dinner hall. KS2 will eat in their classes. Desks will be cleared and cleaned prior to pupils eating their packed lunch. 
If your child needs intimate care, such as wiping their knee after a fall, or helping them tie their shoe lace, appropriate PPE will be worn by staff. 
Pupils will be provided with their own individual pencil case containing essentials to aid them complete their work. Therefore, please do not send anything into school with your child other than their food and water bottle. There will be no sharing of resources. 
Any resources or play equipment used will be washed and sanitised each day or in the case of books left for 72 hours between use. Regular handwashing and sanitizing and toilet stops will be built into the day. 

It is advised that your children’s clothes are changed and washed as soon as they get home. The purpose of this is to minimise potential risk of cross contamination. Children are encouraged to wear school uniform whenever possible, however I appreciate that with the high volume of washing joggers and t-shirts/sweaters can be used. I would however like to stress that clothing needs to be appropriate for school. It is not appropriate to be wearing items of clothing that are too short, revealing or body hugging. We are also recommending that children wear their PE clothing to school on their PE day as PE kits will not be kept in school. PE will be outdoors for the foreseeable future so please ensure that they have ‘warm’ PE clothes – joggers or track suit. PE sessions will start the week beginning September 14th :  Year 5 Year 6 will be Mondays, Foundation Phase and Year 3 / Year 4 will be Fridays. I would also like to point out that the classroom doors and windows will be open for ventilation therefore layer the children up with weather appropriate clothes. 

We will continue to take the temperatures of staff on entering the school, but will not be taking the pupils temperature on entry. If however they become unwell we will check their temperature and isolate them if necessary while you are called to collect. If we have a confirmed case of COVID-19 we will be contacting Public Health Wales, who will start the Track and Trace process and will inform us of anything that we need to do as a school. We kindly ask that parents inform us if they have a confirmed case in their family. Absence will be recorded as previously and we will be expecting you to call the morning of any sickness as usual. 

We have incorporated a hand washing regime throughout the day and children will be sanitising their hands each time they leave or enter a room within the school. We will be providing the sanitiser, which has been recommended to us by public heath Wales and the LA. Therefore please don’t send your child to school with a bottle of hand sanitiser as this will be very tempting for them to ‘share’ with others and could cause a reaction. 

I apologise for the lengthy letter, but realise that it is important that you are fully aware of the arrangements we have in place as we all work together to keep each other safe. If you have any questions of queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Kind regards 

S. A. Wright 

Sally-Ann Wright
Enjoy, Achieve, Succeed

Mwynhau, Cyflawni, Llwyddo


